[Surgical approach in persistent neonatal pneumothorax].
837 neonates required mechanical ventilation at the Neonatal Intensive Unit in the last five years. 136 of them developed tension pneumothorax. Authors report our experience in these patients, who underwent next protocol: 1. Early diagnosis. 2. Underwater-seal drainage. 3. Suction drainage. 4. Selective intubation of contralateral bronchus. 5. Surgical closure. We explain step to step the protocol, specially in the 15 neonates who needed surgery. In such cases, surgical survival was 100%, in the postoperative phase 93% and total survival reached 78.5%. Therefore, we recommend surgery closure in patients who maintain pulmonary fistula in spite of an aggressive conservative treatment.